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Editorial 
Attack to life. Again. 
Francesco Bottaccioli – SIPNEI Honorary President 
 
 
One month has gone by after the Fukushima nuclear d isaster and we can’t 
see yet the end of it. On the contrary, we are curr ently observing a paradox: 
on one side the nuclear accident has been removed f rom the front titles of 
newspapers and TV news entering thus into a limbo o f unreal “normality”, 
while, on the other side, the updated news coming f rom Japan become 
more and more alarming. Fukushima accident has been  rated the highest 
classification for danger, the same as Chernobyl. T his means that it does 
not only affect people and territories spreading do zens of kilometres 
around the nuclear power plant area, but it concern s potentially much 
wider areas. How big and how consistent will be the  damage caused by the 
leak of radioactive material? At this moment, nobod y can tell us for 
different reasons. First of all because the situati on is not yet under control. 
According to the declarations released by the compa ny managing the 
nuclear powerplant , it will take 3 months to have an effective cooling 
system and, provided they succed, starting to block  the emissions of gas 
and water which are highly radioactive. Second, the  information are partial, 
omissive, contradictory with the clear intent of mi nimizing the whole issue. 
This game has been so obvious to cause the Japanese  people, normally 
very respectful of authorities, to voice their dist rust and march through the 
streets. Anyway, the company managing the plant is not new to cover up 
accidents that occurred in the past: fortunately th ey were of a smaller 
entity. The Japanese government had already an exam ple to inspire their 
omissive behaviour: Chernobyl. 
Even then we observed the Russian government openly denying the risk during 
the first days and then classifying crucial information about the real dimension of 
the disaster. Also in our country there was a discrepancy between the reassuring 
declarations of the Italian government and the, rightly so, alarming ones from the 
Istituto superiore della Sanità (Superior Health Institute). Then, when the nuclear 
fallout was over, a minimizing work was started at international level to the point 
that 20 years after the Chernobyl catastrophe, the WHO and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency declared that the disaster had actually affected only 
Ukraine, Belorus and European Russia. Unfortunately reality is quite different. In 
December 2009, the New York Academy of Sciences published a volume 
authored by Russian and Belorussian scientists which contradicts WHO’s 
reassurances. According to this report the radioactive emissions were one 
hundred times worse than Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombing and impacted not 
only the surrounding areas but all Europe. Some of these radionuclides have 
long term effects therefore from now to 2056 we should expect several hundreds 
of thousands additional deaths as a subsequence of the contamination outcome. 
In Italy the estimated Chernobyl effect will result in 3000 additional deaths 
especially for thyroid cancer, leukemias and other cancers. The research 



documents in detail the effects of radiations after many years on the nervous, 
endocrine and immune system on young people and adults living in the most 
contaminated areas as well as on the children of “clean up” workers and 
technicians.  
Endocrine abnormalities affected by thyroid and the pituitary gland, 
immunosuppression, genetic abnormalities. All combined with phenomena of 
premature ageing both in children and adults. It is important to notice that there 
are areas in Scandinavia, UK, Germany, France, Italy, Greece and Croatia that 
have been significantly contaminated. The warning given by the Russian 
scientists is mainly addressed to Europe to be aware that the Chernobyl bomb is 
still active and concerns us directly. 
In this Pnei news issue we also take into consideration another aspect of great 
importance; there’s no country in the world able to manage safely the nuclear 
waste produced by the normal activities of a nuclear power plant. These waste 
will stay active and therefore dangerous for hundreds of years. 
The International Society of Doctors for Environment has an adage saying that 
each human being is responsible for the health of the environment and doctors 
are twice as much responsible. I am convinced that all Sipnei doctors and 
therapists agree with this concept, therefore we will engage in spreading a 
correct information for the citizens in order to terminate forever the era of the 
nuclear insanity. 
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